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buxter than to be cursed as a robber, and he put the money he raised to good use.
The event of his reign which most appeals to the imagination of the world is the siege and destruction of Jerusalem by his son Titus. Two years before the death of Nero, the Jews had risen in revolt against the oppression of the provincial governors. When Vespasian left the East for Rome, Titus remained behind to crush the resistance which was still offered by Jerusalem. With stubborn defiance the Jews held out heroically in their almost impregnable city till at length Titus succeeded in taking it by storm. The temple was destroyed, its treasures were carried off, and its defenders were sold into slavery or perished in the amphitheater.
The defiance of Judasa was a small matter, only made great by the character of the Jews. Very much more serious, from an Imperial point of view, was a sudden rising on the Rhine. Julius Civilis, the Batavian captain of one of the auxiliary cohorts, stirred up a great mutiny among the troops which had been loyal for half a century. In this one region the experiment had been tried of raising the cohorts retained there for service from the local clans; elsewhere it was the practice for the auxiliary troops to be sent to serve in other provinces than their own, lest they should become centers of disaffection among their kinsmen. The soundness of that principle was exemplified by the mutiny of Civilis. Other cohorts and other tribes joined the revolt; the Germans across the Rhine began to move. Half the Roman legions had gone to Italy to make Vitellius Emperor. The insurgents captured the great camp at Vetera on the Upper Rhine. For a moment the whole position on the Rhine seemed! to be threatened. But before Vespasian had been Emperor for a year the insurgent forces had been broken up, partly by dissensions between Germans and, Gauls, partly by a fresh force which was sent to take matters in hand. An end was put to the system of local clan cohorts; the auxiliary troops in future were drawn from other regions, and the cohorts raised on the Rhine were sent to serve elsewhere, notably in Britain. Presently the Roman boundary was carried' across the Upper Rhine and the triangle of territory was annexed which has its apex about Frankfort and the Lake of Constance as its base. This work was completed under Domitian, and was really in its character the rectification of a military frontier rather than an acquisition of territory.
Even during the lifetime of Vepasian, his son Titus did his best to counteract the impressions of sordidness produced by his father. Rome viewed with complacency his triumph after the fall of Jerusalem. Perhaps it was fortunate for his reputation that Titus reigned lor only two years during which he gained credit for a generous and liberal spirit; since on more than one occasion before he became Emperor he had given indications of a relentless spirit of cruelty